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Matthew Johnson, MSc

Director of Industry Innovation, Vector Institute

15+ years in R&D, business development, professional services, investment in 
academic and private sectors

Focus on Technology and Healthcare industries

BSc and MSc degrees in Biology and Biochemistry from McMaster University
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Anna Matta, MSc

Director of Industry Innovation, Vector Institute

10 years in business development, recruiting, corporate sponsorship and 
philanthropy in academic and private sectors

Focus on Professional Services and Industrial sectors

BA from University of Toronto, MSc from London School of Economics (Public 
Policy)
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The Vector Institute is the heart of AI 

innovation in Toronto’s thriving technology 

sector, the fastest growing in North America.

Toronto is adding more tech jobs per year than San 

Francisco and Seattle and is the ideal place to find the 

talent and technology companies need to compete.



Introduction

The Vector Institute 
will drive excellence and 
leadership in Canada’s 
knowledge, creation, and 
use of artificial intelligence 
(AI) to foster economic 
growth and improve the 
lives of Canadians.

The Vector Institute is an independent, not-for-profit 

corporation dedicated to research in the field of artificial 

intelligence (AI), excelling in machine and deep learning.

The Vector Institute works with institutions, industry, 

start-ups, and government to advance AI research and 

drive its application, adoption and commercialization 

across Canada.
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“ Vector Institute is just the latest in Canada’s AI Expansion ”

– Jessica Murphy. BBC News, Toronto 29 March 2017

Vector was created by visionary scientists and entrepreneurs who have 

lived the challenges in creating commercial AI technologies. They 

understood the economic opportunity based on Canada’s expertise in AI

Vector was purpose-built to translate AI expertise to Canadian companies 

and to support an ecosystem of industry leaders in the commercial 

application of AI.

Vector Founders - Back row, from left: Jordan Jacobs, Ed Clark, Dr. Geoffrey Hinton, Dr. Sanja Fidler, Tomi Poutanen
Front row, from  left: Dr. Roger Grosse, Dr. Richard Zemel, Dr. Brendan Frey, Dr. Raquel Urtasun, Dr. David Duvenaud
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By The Numbers

400+ researchers with domain-leading expertise in all areas of machine and deep learning.

800+ students enrolled in Vector-recognized graduate training programs across Canada.

$135,000,000 in funding from government and industry for first 5 years.
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Built by Scientific and Industrial Leaders

An originator of the field of deep learning, 

Dr. Hinton is Vector’s Chief Scientific Advisor 

and Vice President at Google Brain.

Dr. Geoffrey Hinton

Dr. Raquel Urtasun

Dr. Sanja Fidler

Dr. Raquel Urtasun
Dr. Urtasun is a global leader in AI for 

autonomous vehicles and leads Uber’s 

Advanced Technologies Group in Toronto

Dr. Sanja Fidler  

Dr. Fidler is an expert in computer vision and 

image processing and is Director of AI for 

NVIDIA Corporation.
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Industry Sponsorship

Industry collaboration is integral to Vector’s unique approach to driving 

commercial impact of AI. Forward-thinking companies across various 

sectors have committed to a Vector sponsorship as a key component of 

their innovation strategies.

Clear business advantages are derived from Vector’s enterprise 

partnership model, contributing to technical agility, workforce 

development, and market competitiveness.

Founding Platinum sponsors
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Industry Sponsorship

Vector’s industry sponsors are global market leaders in technology, 

financial services, transportation, manufacturing, logistics, insurance, and 

professional services.  

At Vector, our industry sponsors gain access to a world-class AI 

research environment to learn foundational AI techniques and 

apply them to their business challenges.

Founding Gold sponsors
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Sponsorship

Collaborative Projects

Participation in collaborative R&D projects with faculty and sponsors 

(e.g., computer vision, NLP, reinforcement learning, AI for health)

Fees for Vector Sponsorship are CAD $600,000 per year for Platinum and CAD $300,000 per year for Gold.

Sponsorship enables personalized access to:

Expert Guidance

Face-to-face meetings with researchers to gain insight on technical issues

Preferred Recruitment Channels

Networking events, sponsor-only Digital Talent Hub, industry days

Compute Power

High-performance GPU research and development environment

Professional Development

Quarterly Endless Summer School (technical) and Vector Insights (non-technical) 

seminars; Certificate Courses & Customized Workforce Training (additional cost)

Executive Networking

C-suite networking opportunities with global industry leaders

AI Startups

Direct connection to vetted start-ups and scale-ups and broader AI innovation ecosystem

Industry Affiliate Program

Weekly research talks and on-site opportunities for sponsor staff to build deep 

relationships with Vector researchers
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Japan <> Vector: How a collaboration would work

Multinational companies choose Ontario for their Canadian headquarters due to the 

highly-educated international workforce. Companies like Google, NVIDIA, Uber, 

Deloitte, and KPMG have partnered with Vector through their Canadian office.

Japanese companies interested in collaborating with the Vector Institute may join as 

an enterprise sponsor through their Ontario office or work with the Canadian Embassy 

in Japan and Toronto Global to open an AI centre in Toronto.
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Our model delivers impact 
across your business

Vector faculty members

People
• Preferred access to a growing pipeline of top AI talent from across 

Canada
• Develop and retain valuable staff through unique research 

experiences

Product
• Consult with Vector’s world-leading experts on technical and 

business challenges
• Collaborate with faculty and industry on translational research and 

technology development projects

Performance
• Rigorous, industry-focused AI education and training, for both 

technical and non-technical audiences, to keep staff current with 
latest skills and developments in AI
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Sponsor companies realize tangible business impacts from their links to Vector. Through 

participation in our Natural Language Processing project, companies have turned learnings 

into innovation.

Real Business Impact

Accenture has applied their enhanced NLP 

capabilities in the development of the 

Accenture Open Information Extraction 

Engine product (AccIE) and collaborated with 

industry peers on best practices for AI model 

fairness, explainability, robustness and risk 

management.

Thomson Reuters leads their market domains in 

innovation, and science and technology are central 

to their corporate culture. Thomson Reuters 

leverages Vector to build and develop their 

workforce to be at the forefront of machine learning 

concepts and capabilities, with their expertise 

scaling across multiple business units.

In collaboration with Vector faculty, BMO ML 

researchers were able to build customized datasets 

and train advanced NLP models to analyze sentiment 

in financial markets. With Vector accelerating their 

AI technology development, BMO plans to deploy 

this solution to augment their capital markets 

activities. 
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In our Model-Based Reinforcement Learning (MBRL) project, sponsor companies are 

learning to apply the latest MBRL techniques to increase energy efficiency and reduce 

emissions in their business operations.

Real Business Impact

Telus, a world-leading telecommunications 

and information technology company, is 

seeking to apply MBRL to optimize  energy 

efficiency of data centre cooling. Through 

this project, they hope to cut operational 

costs and reduce carbon emissions.

Loblaw is Canada’s largest employer, operating a 

national network supermarkets, pharmacies, 

financial services, and apparel outlets. Loblaw is 

applying MBRL to prioritize loading and unloading of 

goods at their distribution centers to limit idling 

trucks and food spoilage.

Linamar manufactures and supplies parts to 

automotive and industrial markets. They are looking 

for ways to reduce emissions from their logistics 

operation using MBRL, by optimizing truck 

dispatching and routing to reduce fuel consumption.
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Real Business Impact “A lot of what Vector is working 
on is pretty advanced, so it allows 
us to quickly build our expertise 
and knowledge with these new 
techniques so when we are trying 
to commercialize them, we’re 
not starting from zero. ”

Jimoh Ovbiagele, 

Chief Technology Officer and Co-Founder of ROSS Intelligence.
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Innovate with the best

Gain immediate access to a top AI research and development 

ecosystem of researchers, students, universities, industry partners, 

and start-ups.

Grow your team

Talent is your biggest competitive advantage. Enhance your 

employer brand amongst a deep talent pool of AI students and 

experienced practitioners.

Upskill and retain your team

Build AI capabilities and enhance employee retention through 

unique professional development and research experiences.

Benefits for Industry
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