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Canada’s strong economic indicators

As a country, Canada’s economic performance is strong and the 

foundation of our economy is solid.

We also have a strong postsecondary system and network.

Like many countries, we strive to translate these assets into 

increased productivity and growth through innovation.
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Canada's Research & Innovation Ecosystem

World leading 
research in 

Quantum, AI, ICT, 
Clean Technology 
and Agriculture

National 
communities of 

collaborative 
growth through 

the 5 Innovation 
Superclusters

A tradition and 
commitment 
to diversity 
and global 

thinking

Scientific & 
Technical 
articles 

published/12th 
position in the 

world

42 Business 
Incubators 

affiliated with 96
universities



mitacs.ca | 4



Mitacs
convening networks, ideas and talent
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Mitacs convenes Canadian and Global Impact

Mitacs powers private sector Research, Development and 

Innovation by connecting networks, industry and the best post-

secondary institutions to solve business challenges — in Canada 

and internationally.

• Founded in 1999, initially as a national not-for-profit center 

for excellence in complex systems but now support all 

disciplines and sectors

• Funded by the federal and all 10 provincial governments

• We nurture the next generation by training and connecting 

highly skilled talent to industry stakeholders that are 

committed to knowledge-based productivity
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Mitacs: by the numbers

~6,000 host 

organizations (business 

and not-for-profits)

~40,000 
projects

80+ business development 

resources (30+ co-funded) 

embedded in partner orgs in Canada

100+ post-secondary 

partners in Canada

~850$ million in funding 

for projects in Canada 

($221M last fiscal)

21 years in operation

40 agreements in 23
countries and the 

European Commission



Global Impact
catalyzing international collaborations
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Our international approach

Mitacs promotes and enables international research 

collaborations in all disciplines with strategic partners by 

implementing bilateral international research mobility programs.

Expanded research 

networks & relationships

Increased economic 

output & competitiveness

Access all Canadian 

partner organizations

Talent & knowledge

development
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Our international innovation partners
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Honouring the Japan – Canada Partnership

• Mitacs would like to increase academic and industrial

collaborations between the Canadian and Japanese ecosystems

• To this effect, Mitacs and JSPS signed a collaboration

agreement last year to enable research projects between

partners in business and academia on both sides of the Pacific

*JSPS: Japan Society for the Promotion of Science -日本学術振興会

https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/


Scalable Opportunities
providing capacity to connect and grow
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Mitacs has the path for easy integration
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We identify the right 

academic expertise to address 

your challenges

We determine, with you, the 

scope and desired outcomes 

from a collaboration

We contribute funding 

toward the project

We help you recruit 

highly-skilled talent 

We start from 

your reality 

We work with companies to create an innovation road map 
to transform your business challenges into solutions 

14



Mitacs.ca |

Exploring disruptive 

technologies

New product 

development

Product and

process 

optimization

We provide solutions to all types of industry challenges

Commercialization

15
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More than 

35,000
research placements

in Canada 

since 2007

Both domestic and 

foreign students and 

postdoctoral fellows 

are eligible

Small- and large-scale 

multidisciplinary projects 

Funding from 

$15,000 to multi-million $

Over 95% 
application 

success rate

Quick, simple 

application process

Decision within 

6–8 weeks

Mitacs Accelerate 
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Mitacs Accelerate — example investment

Total working budget

$15K/module

$7.5K/module 
investment 

from your partner 

organization

$7.5K/module 

Mitacs grant
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Mitacs Accelerate 

A researcher spends a minimum of 4 to 6 months—

or one module—on a project. 

The researcher spends a minimum 

of 25% of their time with each side 

(post-secondary institution & 

partner organization)

You can have as many 

modules as you need.



mitacs.ca | 19

Mitacs Accelerate

Accelerate International

1 or Multiple

Canadian University(ies)

1 or Multiple

Canadian Business(es) or NGO(s)

1 or Multiple

Foreign University(ies)

1 or Multiple

Foreign Business(es)
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Artificial Intelligence Assessment Internship

Developed for SMEs looking to assess their AI needs and/or develop their AI 

capabilities

SMEs and NFPs receive the support of 

Senior (Maters/PhDs) Artificial 

Intelligence students to evaluate their 

needs and make recommendations

Company covers 50% 

of total stipend cost of 

$6,000
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Project: A Conceptual Aerodynamic Design for a High-Lift 
Electric Hybrid Airship

Challenge

Hybrid airships with vertical take-off and landing (VTOL) capability have the

potential to drastically simply the commercial transportation system by picking up

payload from the pick-up points and delivering it directly to the pre-set

destinations.

Impact

Solution

Development of new electric hybrid airship designs for the Canadian and global

transport industry will lead to lower shipping costs, where the ultimate goal is to cut

shipping cost by at least 50 percent per kg of payload and by at least 10

percent of the present-day cost of ground and marine transportation per kg of

cargo.

Company

This study proposes a new conceptual aerodynamic design for a hybrid airship

capable of lifting at least 25-ton cargo up to a distance of at least 1000 km on a

single battery charge while cruising at a speed of at least 100 knots (185 km/hr).

Win Global Partners

Sector: Aerospace and defense

University

University of Toronto
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Demonstration of phase-field modelling of materials 
durability in an industrial context

Challenge

To further demonstrate the potential of phase field modeling to predict crack initiation

and progression in layered coatings in the ophthalmic and aerospace industries.

Impact

Solution

Coatings are used in optical lenses to prevent scratches. They are also used in 

aircraft jet engines to protect fan blades against erosions. Essilor, Safran and 

Polytechnique have been collaborating to identify a suitable modeling framework for 

the initiation and propagation prediction of cracks in a multi-layered system.

Company

Such models will help industrial partners to devise better castings, faster and less

expensively. This project is carried out by a post-doctoral fellow who will work on

real industrial cases provided by Safran and Essilor, with modelling tools developed

at Polytechnique Montréal...involving Mechanical Engineering and Engineering

Physics departments.

ESSILOR 

International

Safran Group

University

Polytechnique 

Montreal

Sectors

Health & Related 

Sciences Technology 

/ Aerospace / 

Nanotechnology
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COVID-19 
Mitacs has the resources you need right now!

It is (still) about survival!

Ensure you get the resources fo find solution faster

The need to partner and innovate has been building over the years, the onset of the COVID-19 crisis

has pushed many Canadian businesses to pivot and respond rapidly.

 In one example, partnerships with academics, businesses, and not-for-profit organizations have

enabled Myant to rapidly modify their technology and manufacturing line in response to the

pandemic.

 Their intelligent textile solutions are now used for remote monitoring of patients and they are

utilizing their hardware capabilities to manufacture novel antiviral masks.

 Another firm, Cyclica, in partnership with researchers from the Vector Institute and the University of

Toronto, is using its proprietary AI technology to facilitate faster drug repurposing for COVID-19.

It seems that, just like at the beginning of our history, we as one species need to come together and 

partner in this fight for survival.

https://myant.ca/
https://cyclicarx.com/
https://vectorinstitute.ai/
https://www.utoronto.ca/
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Myant – Pioneer in textile computing, an emerging field that has the potential to disrupt 

numerous industries, most notably the trillion-dollar global textile and garment industry

Our impact– in our partners’ words

Benefits of Mitacs programs

“…Canada's current share of this enormous industry is in the neighborhood of 0.1%, 

but through innovation enabled in part through Mitacs funded initiatives, Myant is 

poised to transform the way textiles are designed, the process by which they are 

manufactured, and their very purpose for existence….” – Tony Chahine, Founder and 

CEO of Myant, Inc.

Impact on company’s performance

“…The growth that we are experiencing through our partnerships with leading Fortune 

500 companies has been driven in part by talent made available to us through Mitacs." 

Partners

Myant

University of Toronto
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International collaboration:
Special bracelet provides key to COVID-19 

monitoring and contact tracing

The team:

Mitacs accelerate interns and academic supervisors from the University of Alberta and McGill

University, and industry partner iMD Research

The solution

The challenge

Industry Partner

An affordable, user-friendly multi-sensing bracelet that can continuously monitor vital signs

while simultaneously dispatching life-saving medical attention.

IMD Research

Universities

Mc Gill University &

University of Alberta

Monitoring COVID-19 patients through individual phone checkups is an inefficient process,

especially when fatal symptoms occur rapidly, and patients require immediate medical

attention.

The outcome

The device will be given to research subjects who will test the prototype in

various regions, including Canada and the United States, to increase

efficient medical monitoring from a remote distance.
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How can we innovate together?

What's next?

26



Thank you for your interest

jvh@mitacs.ca

+1 514-865-4228

@MitacsCanada

linkedin.com/company/mitacs/

Jesse Vincent-Herscovici
Vice-president,  Business development

gsoparlo@mitacs.ca

+1 343 550-6845

@MitacsCanada

linkedin.com/company/mitacs/

Gina Soparlo
Business Development Director, 

Global Affairs Canada


